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ABSTRACT 
 

Coal-directed human behaviors, including social decisions, are driven 

by motives. Thus, in order to understand a person’s decision, it is 

crucial to understand the underlying motives. Identifying the motives 

behind a decision is difficult, because motives are not directly 

observable, and the same decision can be based on very different 

motives (for example the decision to help can be driven by empathy 

or a social norm such as reciprocity). In my talk I will present recent 

work that illustrates how neuroimaging methods such as functional 

magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) can be used to investigate social 

motives, and their modulation through learning. The potentials and 

limitation of this approach will be discussed and important questions 

for future research will be outlined. 
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