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ABSTRACT 

 
I will review recent social neuroscience studies investigating the 
neural underpinnings of empathy. More specifically, I will demonstrate 
that empathic resonance relies upon a core network of areas involved 
in homeostatic regulation and interoception (including medial 
cingulate and anterior insular cortex), that neural responses in these 
areas can be triggered by distinct neuro-cognitive pathways, and that 
they are modulated by a variety of intra- and interpersonal factors. 
Finally, I will discuss recent findings showing how empathic neural 
responses are related to (pro)social behavior and moral decision 
making. 
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